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PROFILE—JOSEPH McCARTY 

     Can the native of a small town in the middle of Illinois, who grew up and 

went to college in Wyoming, had to forsake his dream of being an Air Force 

pilot and met his wife one summer in Siberia find happiness as a high school 

history teacher at Carmel High? 

 

     The answer seems to be a resounding yes. 

 

     Meet Joseph McCarty, who became the new history teacher at Carmel 

High School at the start of the 2016-2017 school year. 

 

     “I am really enjoying it,” he says.  “The whole environment in the school 

is pretty cool and accepting.  The staff has been really great.” 

 

     Mr. McCarty has a busy schedule, teaching five American history 

classes, three of which are College Prep and two Advanced Placement.  The 

total of about 150 students, all but one of whom are juniors, is about one-

third the entire population of Spring Bay, Ill., where he was born in the 

midst of soybean and corn country. 

 

    When he was in the third grade, his family moved to Cheyenne, Wyo., 

where he graduated high school.    

 

     Growing up, he had his mind sent on a career in the Air Force.  He 

became heavily involved in ROTC in high school, where he was both a 

student and a teacher.  At the age of 16 he earned a pilot’s license through 

the civil air patrol. 

 

      “I’ve been teaching since I was a junior in high school in Cheyenne,” 

Mr. McCarty says.  “I was a cadet commander in high school ROTC.”  As 

an ROTC colonel he had about 150 young men and women under his 

command. 

 

     An older brother had enlisted in the Air Force and Mr. McCarty earned 

an Air Force ROTC scholarship.  However, he was diagnosed with serious 

enough asthma that he was deemed medically disqualified for the Air Force.   

A series of appeals followed, all the way up to the Air Force Surgeon 

General, but to no avail. 

     Disappointed but undaunted, Mr. McCarty enrolled at the University of 

Wyoming in Laramie, 50 miles northwest of Cheyenne on Interstate 80. 

While he was a freshman a professor of ancient history stoked his interest in 

the field and set him on a steady course from which he hasn’t wavered. 
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     At the University of Wyoming, Mr. McCarty earned Bachelor’s degrees 

in history and education simultaneously.  He continued there in graduate 

school, earning a Master’s degree in Russian history, specializing on the 

founding of Russia. 

 

     His interest in Russian history broadened into deeper studies in European 

and American history and World War II.  And the idea of becoming a 

teacher developed. 

 

    Mr. McCarty then earned another Master’s degree, this one in Educational 

Administration at Chadron State College in Northern Nebraska, a small 

college whose alums include a Nobel Prize winner in physics, Val Logsdon 

Fitch. 

 

    He remained in Chadron, teaching American and world history at the 

college level and to high school students for nearly eight years. 

 

     Mr. McCarty came out to California after his wife, Tatiana, accepted a 

position as a professor of the Russian language at the Defense Language 

Institute 

 

     Now he is feeling at home at Carmel High. 

 

     “The best thing is the relationships you develop with the students,” he 

says.  “I have them for an hour a day for a year.  I have a stake in their 

futures.  There is a coaching side of teaching that is built on relationships.” 

 

     In his free time Mr. McCarty enjoys reading non-fiction, mostly history.  

His favorite subject is Theodore Roosevelt.  

 

     One summer a few years ago he journeyed to Siberia to teach English to 

Russian middle school and high school students. It was a fortuitous decision.  

While there he met Tatiana. 

 

     With winter looming, Mr. McCarty has far fewer concerns about the 

weather than he did in Illinois, Wyoming or Nebraska. 

 

     “The weather is amazing,” he says.  “Since I’ve been here there has been 

little variation.  I don’t know what it will be like to have a winter without 

snow.” 

 

     He will almost definitely find out. 

… Lewis Leader 
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